MFOUNDATION
The Eugenia Nothemba Gxowa Foundation

Concept Note

Premiere of the Entangeni Adolescent Girls Movement (EAGM) Drama Performance

Date: 25 November 2025
Time: 14h00-16h00
Venue: Amazwi Museum, Makhanda (with livestream: ENG Foundation Face Book Page)

1. Background

The Entangeni Adolescent Girls Movement (EAGM) is an initiative of the Eugenia Nothemba Gxowa
Foundation (ENGF), supported through a partnership with the GBVF Response Fund. Its purpose is to
create opportunities for adolescent girls to promote self-reliance and bodily autonomy, thereby helping
to break the poverty cycle for themselves and their families.

The concept of entangeni is rooted in a traditional isiXhosa practice: the iintanga —age mates or
pumpkin seeds, however in this context, intanga is a hut for adolescent girls where they could gather,
share experiences, talk about dating, sexual reproductive health rights or anything affecting them as a
group, and support each other. Boys were admitted only by invitation, and paternal aunts,
'oodadobawo' we as well accepted by invitation, otherwise all elders were excluded, creating a space of
safety and peer solidarity. Entangeni, grammatically, is a locative of intanga which is a common noun. In
the Entangeni Adolescent Girls’ Movement context, this spirit is revived as a protected environment for
adolescent girls to reflect on their challenges, particularly around sexual and reproductive health and
rights (SRHR), and to imagine solutions; it offers opportunities for leadership development, space for
healing, where mental health wellness, counselling and support are central, sporting, specifically, non-
traditional women's sport, e.g. boxing, football, rugby, etc.




Initially designed to address child, early, and forced marriages/unions in the Eastern Cape, the Entangeni
Adolescent Girls’ Movement has expanded to focus on urgent issues affecting girls in the Makana Local
Municipality: high rates of gender-based violence against girls (GNVAG), adolescent pregnancy, limited
and unsafe schooling environments.

Over four consecutive Saturdays, adolescent girls from Makhanda primary and secondary schools
including NV Cewu, K Daniels, Fikizolo, Makana, A Mbolekwa, TEM Mrwetyana, Ntaba Maria, S Ntlebi, S
Ntsiko, DD Siwisa, and CM Vellem workshopped issues affecting their everyday lives — from sexual
violence and unsafe spaces, to lack of information about their bodies, to silences in families and schools
around SRHR.The result is a collectively created play that tells these stories in the girls’ own voices. This
drama performance will be premiered during the 16 Days of Activism against Violence against Women
and Children.

2. The Drama Performance

The drama piece is the first major public outcome of the Entangeni Adolescent Girls” Movement’s
research phase. By using theatre, the Entangeni Adolescent Girls’ Movement creates a platform where
personal experience meets collective reflection and public dialogue.

o Premiere date: 25 November 2025 at the onset of the AnnualGlobal GBV Campaign, Amazwi
Museum, Makhanda (14h00-16h00);

e Livestreamed to enable wider participation nationally and regionally - a link will be provided,
we are grateful to the support of Makana Local Municipality for generously facilitated this

e Audience: invited representatives from community-based organisations, a wide range of
schools, Rhodes University Community Engagement department, local girls’ sports teams, the
local media including community radio, business forums, civic associations, faith-based groups,
educators, and government departments (health, education, social development, SAPS, Justice,)

e Following the premiere, the play will tour local schools, ensuring that the issues raised feed back
into peer-to-peer learning spaces.

3. Why It Matters

e Amplifying adolescent girls’ voices: Too often, girls are spoken about, not listened to. The
drama gives them a platform to express their realities directly to decision-makers and their
peers.

o Breaking cycles of silence: In contexts where discussions of sexuality, pregnancy, and violence
are taboo, this performance sparks open and intergenerational dialogue.



e Contributing to GBVF prevention: The drama is a practical intervention under Pillar 6 (Research
and Information Systems) of the GBVF National Strategic Plan, translating data into accessible,
community-driven advocacy.

e Community impact: Beyond performance, the drama is a springboard for workshops, school
dialogues, and engagements with service providers — making it an ongoing tool for
accountability and change.

4. Expected Outcomes

1. Premiere of the Entangeni Adolescent Girls’ Movement drama piece on 25 November 2025,
reaching at least 200 people in person and including online audience via livestream.

2. Performances at 11 schools in Makhanda, reaching an estimated 2,000 learners directly.

3. Engagement of local stakeholders (schools, civic groups, social workers, SAPS, clinics) to commit
to strengthening SRHR support systems for girls.

4. Production of a documented script and toolkit that can be adapted by other communities
across the Eastern Cape.

5. Foundation for expansion of the Entangeni Adolescent Girls Movement to new sites in 2026
and beyond.

6. Call for Partnership

The Entangeni Adolescent Girls Movement is at a turning point. The premiere of its first drama
performance marks a transition from research into public engagement and advocacy. We want this
performance to make a powerful impact and highlight a phrase our girl participants have embraced with
growing confidence: ‘No means no — until | choose to say yes.” With your support, the voices of
Makhanda’s adolescent girls can reach decision-makers, communities, and peers to describe their
challenges and shape solutions.

The movement was recently covered by the media in two articles in the Mail and Guardian newspaper
and Grocott’s Mail. These are some of the comments from the learners who participated in the
workshop:

“I didn’t know what | must do [in those situations] before Entangeni” - Dimpho Vandale.

“We need support, not judgment. More people need to have someone to talk to, because some people
have secrets that could kill them” - Mbasentle Siko.


https://mg.co.za/thought-leader/opinion/2025-09-12-girls-movement-calls-on-traditional-isixhosa-practice-of-entangeni/
https://www.facebook.com/grocotts/posts/they-should-have-a-voice-entangeni-creates-safe-space-for-teenage-girls-in-makha/1373707024758442/

“At school they do not go deep into these types of things” - Luhlelunje Ntshanka.

“I learned that there are centres or safehouses you can go to, different types of contraceptives you can
use, and there are a lot of alternatives you can go to when you’re facing these challenges,” - Asiphile

Bashe.

“Entangeni helped me understand my fears and how to avoid them” - Emihle Gagayi.

By helping and supporting initiatives like these, you contribute directly to:
e Ending violence against women and girls
e Strengthening SRHR education and accountability
e Building leadership and self-reliance among adolescent girls

e Together, we can help ensure that the next generation of young women has the tools,
confidence, and opportunities to break cycles of poverty and violence.
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